
ID Festival Berlin 2017
“integration?”

Since its formation the ID Festival Berlin has offered Israeli artists a framework for 
integration into the sociocultural life in Germany. 

Building upon our work from previous years, the 2017 ID Festival Berlin will continue to 
encourage collaborations between Israeli and German artists, organizations, and 
institutions, providing further opportunities for Israeli artists to integrate into the German 
cultural landscape.  

This year’s edition of ID Festival Berlin is thus dedicated to examine the various aspects 
of “integration” through art and discussion. Moreover, this year we set out to explore the 
important role that artists have in the shaping of public opinion and being the precursor 
of societal changes.

2015-2017: Identity – Migration – Integration?

Since our festival launch in 2015, our aim was to explore the concept of identity. The 
participating Israeli artists embarked on a journey of self-exploration caused by an 
apparent identity crisis.

In 2016, we found ourselves naturally responding to the European migratory 
movements, with the Israeli artists setting out to examine the impacts of these 
movements and their transformative potentials on the European state of affairs and 
culture.

This year, the 2017 ID Festival Berlin takes the next logical step and with the theme of 
“integration?” our participating artists and thinkers will discuss the implementation of the 
European ideals through art.
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Festival Info
In 2015, the first edition of the ID Festival Berlin celebrated the formation of a new and 
vibrant Israeli artist community in Germany. Over a hundred artists, speakers, and 
performers partook in the festival’s numerous events, ranging from exhibitions to dance 
and theater performances, classical and world music concerts, film screenings, and 
philosophical discussions. The overlaying theme that inspired all of these beautiful 
works was that of identity and origin, a topic to which we partially owe our festivals’ 
name. 

In 2016, the festival  artistically explored then current issue of migration. This topic 
strongly resonated in the hearts of Israelis, since stories of migration and refuge have 
always been an integral part of Israel’s history and Israeli’s sense of identity. Through 
art and discussion we wished to create a space where communication and cooperation 
can foster a better understanding between Israelis and other minorities in Germany.

Festival Founder
Ohad Ben-Ari is an Israeli-born pianist and 
composer. He won numerous top prizes at in-
ternational competitions and appeared as 
soloist with well-known orchestras around the 
world. After moving to the USA, Ohad 
branched out to a successful career as a 
music producer. Since 2010, Ohad Ben-Ari re-
sides with his family in Berlin, where he con-
tinues his work as a classical pianist and 
composer. Ohad’s first original composition for 
piano and orchestra, Tips, took place early in 
2013 with the Hamburger Symphoniker. In 
2014 his concerto for Marimba was premiered 
in Tokyo and in 2015 Ben-Ari’s composition Vi-
olins of Hope was commissioned and 
performed by the Berliner Philharmoniker. He 
has recently completed work on a Requiem for 
organ, choir and orchestra, a work that is set 
to premiere in Germany next season.

�2

© Ruthe Zuntz



Program

ID Festival Berlin 2017 will take place during the whole month of October, as well as in 
January of the following year. 

1. Opening – Concert with Alban Gerhardt, Ohad Ben-Ari, David Orlowsky and 
the David Orlowsky Trio. Talk with Alban Gerhardt, Christine Lemke-Matwey 
and Marc Sinan – 09. OCT, 8.30 PM @ RADIALSYSTEM V, Halle

The event is an invitation to ponder the question of social and political responsibility that 
artists and musicians should assume, among these also Israeli artists living in Germany 
and being a part of the European society. Can artists actively shape public opinion? 
Should they do so? These questions are most valid in a time of political and cultural 
climate change.

With this perspective, we are planning to start this year's ID Festival in cooperation with 
EUSTORY, a brain child of the Körber Foundation. The intention behind the project is “to 
inspire young Europeans to come together to address the crucial questions of the day in 
terms of European history”. Over 100 young engaged people from as many as 20 
countries, including Israel, participate in the project. 

Following in the footsteps of the successful charity concert for “Pulse of Europe” back in 
May, organized by the RADIALSYSTEM and the “Musicians4UnitedEurope” initiative, 
the opening concert will set a stage for the festival’s 2017 theme - “integration?”, and 
will build upon the manifesto created by the movement.

“Working as international musicians, we commit to encourage the following:
- More democratic legitimacy and transparency of European institutions
- More solidarity between European countries
- To support patriotism and national pride together with and not at the expense of 

European unity and ideals
- A plausible explanation of what cultural identity means, and that such a relationship 

is enriched in contact with other cultures and can not simply be lost” (Translated from 
German)

World-renowned German classical music star Alban Gerhardt will meet David Orlowsky 
and Ohad Ben-Ari for a performance of Johannes Brahms' trio for clarinet, cello and 
piano, and the evening will conclude with a concert performed by the David Orlowsky 
Trio. The Trio developed its own unique Chamber.World.Music – a style that 
transgresses and balances the limits of classical music, Klezmer, pop, the music of the 
Near East and Jazz.  In-between the pieces, Alban Gerhardt, the journalist Christine 
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Lemke-Matwey and the guitarist and composer Marc Sinan will exchange ideas on the 
important role that artists and musicians have on the shaping of public opinion.

Alban Gerhardt has established 
himself in the last decade among the 
great cellists of our time. The happy 
combination of infallible musical instinct, 
utmost emotionality and a natural, 
highly captivating stage presence, 
fascinates his growing audience. It is a 
great concern for him to break old 
listening and concert habits and to 
inspire new audiences for classical 
music. After his early competition 
achievements and his debut as a 

21-year-old at the Berlin Philharmonic, 
his international career has led him to more than 250 different orchestras around the 
world, including most of the top European and American orchestras. Alban Gerhardt's 
CD recordings have been awarded several times, including three times with the ECHO 
Klassik.

David Orlowsky is internationally known 
for his captivating and expressive clarinet 
playing and is today regarded as one of 
the leading interpreters of the clarinet 
repertoire from Mozart through Golijov to 
Klezmer music. As a Sony exclusive artist, 
he has published seven CDs and has 
already been awarded the ECHO Prize for 
Classical Music twice. At the age of 16, he 
founded the award-winning DAVID 
ORLOWSKY TRIO. The trio is now trend-
setting in the field of new world music and 
tours worldwide. David, both a soloist and 

together with his trio, has participated in countless major international music festivals. 
The following two concerts highlighted the last seasons: that in Concertgebouw 
Amsterdam, put together by the Mozart Foundation in Salzburg; and that at the Berlin 
Philharmonie. Especially important for David is his social engagement outside the 
concert halls: in schools, in the hospitals, or at the old people's homes. He was also 
involved in the "Rhapsody in School" initiative, which brings renowned artists in contact 
with school students to inspire and motivate them to pursue classical music.
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Marc Sinan is an award-winning 
composer and guitarist from Berlin, with 
roots in Germany, Turkey and Armenia. 
His ensemble amalgamates a pool of 
exceptional musicians, composers and 
other artists who come together in ever-
changing constellations to work on 
specific projects. The Marc Sinan 
C o m p a n y e n j o y s c l o s e a r t i s t i c 
collaborations with, among others, the 
composers Helmut Oehring and Oğuz 
Büyükberber, the Dresdner Sinfoniker 
and the No Borders Orchestra.

Musicians4UnitedEurope
https://www.musicians4unitedeurope.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Musicians4UnitedEurop/

Körber Stiftung
https://www.koerber-stiftung.de/en.html
https://www.facebook.com/eustory
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2. Urban Art / Mural - 13.10.17, 6.30 PM @ RADIALSYSTEM V, Garden

As a part of the ID Festival’s 2017 theme “Integration?", a creative collaboration will be 
made between the German artist Jim Avignon and the Israeli artist Adar Aviam. The two 
artists will work together on painting a joint mural that would reflect upon the subject in 
its various dimensions. Upon contemplating the theme, the artists agreed to think about 
integration in terms of a natural and healthy social process that indeed has been taking 
place continuously since the dawn of humanity. Various nations have continuously 
mixed with each other, merging their cultures in the process. The research on this 
dynamic fusion of cultures over centuries has led the artists to think of it in terms of a 
type of evolutionary process, a process that also speaks of constant merging and 
adaptation of changes as means for the improvement, evolution, and ultimately, survival 
of the species. As a result of this understanding, the two artists will approach the project 
by looking at "integration" as a kind of modern evolutionary process, artistically 
presented in its iconic form with a modern twist. Each artist will begin the mural by 
creating his own developmental sequence of events that influenced the culture and 
society from which he came from, in the end creating a merging point of two artistic view 
points and styles, a point where the synthesis between the two worlds occurs.

As a part of the ID Festival’s 2017 theme “Integration?”, Jim Avignon and Adar Aviam 
will paint a joint mural. Each artist will create his own painting influenced by their own 
socio-cultural backgrounds, with the merging point in-between where the two cultures 
meet.
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Jim Avignon is a self-taught painter, illustrator and conceptual artist, and one of the 
most unconventional figures in Germany’s current art scene. 
His paintings are a mash-up of cartoonish figurations, expressionist compositions and 
dominantly-painted titles according to the principle of “a maximum of expression with a 
minimum of lines”. His trademarks are bright colours, humour, unpretentious material 
and an enormous output. While some of his work is already exhibited in collections and 
museums, Avignon continues to enjoy showing his work in clubs, shops or in the 
streets. In the early 90s, he provoked the elitist art market with cheap art, later he 
anticipated the style and approach of street art with his life paintings produced in clubs; 
wherever he appears, laws are turned upside down. 
His work remains affordable and is intended for everyone.

http://jimavignon.com
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Adar Aviam (born 1983), is a Berlin based painter and illustrator. Born and raised in 
Israel, his artistic work is influenced by the politics, social issues and ongoing struggle of 
his home country. His artistic language is inspired by the world of comics, children's 
books and old cartoons. As a result, his works are of a colorful and radical nature, 
featuring themes where there is a clash of opposites: Manhood vs. Childhood, Life vs. 
Death, Fear vs. Love. They are usually characterized by sex and violence, as well as 
Adar’s very own breed of Israeli black humor.

Since his graduation with honors in 2009 from "Hamidrasha" School of Fine Arts, 
located in central Israel close to Tel Aviv, Adar has exhibited in various art shows, 
participated in different projects, and collaborated with artists worldwide. Adar’s solo 
show "Good Manners” was exhibited at the Shay Arye Gallery in Tel Aviv, his live 
paintings were featured as a part of Les Grandes Traversées Festival in Bordeaux, and 
his works were also displayed in the group exhibition “Other People's Problem” at the 
Herzliya Museum of Art in Israel. Adar’s most recent works include a collaboration with 
Pips Lab in Amsterdam as part of the Polyjam Collective, as well as the set design for 
the theater play "Save Your Love" for the Israel Theater Festival. Adar’s day job consists 
of commission work in illustration and graphic design. 

www.adaraviam.com 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3. “ID Friends” a series of three classical music performances 
13.-15. OCT, 8 PM @ RADIALSYSTEM V, Saal

This series of classical chamber music programs will be performed by ad hoc 
ensembles of top Israeli and German Musicians. ID Friends will present classical and 
modern masterpieces and the performers will also talk about how their friendships - and 
sometimes relationships - were formed here, at the classical music scene in Germany. 

The ensembles are put together by our artistic director, pianist Ohad Ben-Ari, and his 
musical partner of many years, the famous violinist Guy Braunstein, former first concert-
master of the Berlin Philharmonic. Both Ohad and Guy were born in Tel-Aviv and have 
been performing as a duo since 1991. It was actually in Germany that they met on stage 
for the first time.

With:
Guy Braunstein and Rosanne Philippens, violin
Anna Prohaska, soprano 
Ulrich Knörzer and Gilad Karni, viola
Olaf Maninger and Zvi Plesser, cello
Gili Schwarzman, flute
Sacha Rattle, clarinet
Chezy Nir, horn
Duo Silver-Garburg, Ohad Ben-Ari and Jonathan Aner, piano
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4. Theater performance of Hans Fallada’s “Alone in Berlin” by the Habima Theater 
- Directed by Ilan Ronen - 24. & 25. OCT, 7.30 PM @ Maxim Gorki Theater

In cooperation with the Gorki Theater, two guest performances of the Israeli State 
Theater are scheduled as a part of the ID Festival Berlin 2017: the first one followed by 
the reception party, and the second one proceeded by the discussion panel “Habima in 
Berlin” that explores the historical context behind the theater’s short-lived existence in 
the city.

This is a unique opportunity to experience a German masterpiece, interpreted by an 
Israeli theater group that once resided in Berlin. The play will be staged in Hebrew with 
German and English surtitles.

Stage rights: Felix Bloch Erben und Co.

About the Habima Theater 

Originally founded in 1917 in Moscow, the Habima spent five years in Berlin before 
finally reaching Palestine in 1931. Becoming Israel’s National Theater, Habima 
dedicated itself to the promotion and perpetuation of the Hebrew language and culture, 
to preserving the Jewish nation’s collective memory and shaping its identity by means of 
theatrical productions, special events, festivals and “long theater days” across the 
country.

Habima’s productions probe questions of war and peace; confront Israeli-Arab relations; 
focus on the tensions between religious and secular Jews, and between the new 
immigrants and veteran Israelis; look at the status of women; explore the dynamics of 
inter-generational relations; raise questions around corruption and bureaucracy; 
examine Jewish issues and Jewish history; depict life in the shadow of the Holocaust; 
and reflect on the Israeli history and society, including the life of Israeli foreign workers. 
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Israeli aspirations and dilemmas are also portrayed through classics works that are 
adapted to render them meaningful to local issues and national concerns.

Every year, the theatre produces 10 new plays and stages 1,300 performances. In the 
last decade alone, about six million spectators attended Habima’s productions – the 
largest audience of any Israeli theatre — and even greater than that of London’s 
National Theatre. Habima’s productions travel throughout the country, providing long 
theatre days to Israelis of all ages, geographic locations and backgrounds: Jews and 
Arabs, secular and orthodox, young and old, from the country’s center to the periphery, 
veteran Israelis, as well as recent arrivals from Ethiopia, the FSU and Argentina. The 
Theatre has represented Israel at leading theatre festivals all over the world. Habima 
employs 300 actors, theatrical arts professionals, technicians and administrative staff.

Direction

Ilan Ronen was the Artistic Director of the theatre in the 
years 2005-2016, after running two other theaters – the 
Chan Theatre in Jerusalem and the Cameri theatre of 
Tel Aviv.   During the last decade Ilan has put a lot of 
attention to expand on the international activity of 
Habima. One of Habima’s most important tours was of a 
performance of Ilan Ronen’s version of »The Merchant 
of Venice« in London’s Globe Theatre during in the 2012 
International Shakespeare Festival. Recently, Ilan has 
successfully directed the following plays: »A Streetcar 
Named Desire«, »The Miser«, »Les Liaisons 
Dangereuses« and »Alone in Berlin«. 

The novel “Alone in Berlin” by Hans Fallada

The story takes place in Berlin during World War II, at the time when Germany suffered 
under the Nazi terror. Escherich, a Gestapo inspector, must find the source of the 
mysterious postcards distributed around the city in hundreds, encouraging Germans to 
resist Adolf Hitler and the Nazism with messages such as: “Mother! The Führer has 
murdered my son. Mother! The Führer will murder your sons too, he will not stop till he 
has brought sorrow to every home in the world.” Escherich is under enormous pressure 
from Obergruppenführer Prall to arrest the source or to find himself in dire straits. Nearly 
all those who find the cards turn them in to the Gestapo immediately, terrified to be 
perceived as connected to the affair. Eventually, Escherich finds the postcard writer and 
his wife, who turn out to be a quiet, working class couple, Otto and Anna Quangel. The 
Quangels' acts of civil disobedience were prompted by the loss of their only son, who 
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was killed in action. The couple is brought to trial at the Volksgerichtshof, the Nazi 
"People's Court", where the infamous Roland Freisler presides. The Quangels are 
sentenced to death: Otto is soon executed, while Anna dies during an Allied bombing 
raid while still on death row.

By: Shahar Pinkas

Direction: Ilan Ronen

Based on the novel by: Hans Fallada

Cast:

Otto Quangel: Norman Issa
Anna Quangel: Osnat Fishman
Kommissar Escherich: Tomer Sharon
Enno Kluge: Ami Smolarchik
Emil Borkhausen: Pini Kidron
Eva Kluge: Hila Shalev
Obergruppenführer Prall: Uri Hochman
Frau Rosenthal: Shulamit Adar
Actor/ Bruno Persicke/ A Member of the Resistance/ Defense Attorney/ SS Officer: Alex 
Krull
Otti/ Hete Häberle: Davit Gavish
Schroeder/ SS Officer/ A Member of the Resistance/ Priest: Ben Yosipovitch
Judge Fromm/ Herr Mieleck: Michael Koresh
Trudel Baumann: Evgenia Dodina
Karl, Trudel’s Spouse/ A Member of the Resistance/ Lawyer/ SS Officer: Rotem Keynan
Kuno Dieter, Borkhausen’s son: Noam Frank
Foreman in the Factory/ Judge/ Hangman: Uri Avrahami
Production Manager: Noa Anatot/ Dana Katz Naaman
Assistant Director: Michal Isaak
Assistant Costumes design: Asia Nelen
Set Design & Video: Niv Manor
Costumes Design: Ula Shevchov
Assistant Costume Designer: Asia Nelen
Musical Editor & Movement: Miri Lazar
Lighting Design: Ziv Voloshin
Wigs & Makeup: Osnat Sagi
Speech: Assi Eshed
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5. Symposium “Habima in Berlin” - 25. OCT, 4 PM @ Maxim Gorki Theater,  
Lichtsaal

Guests: Anat Feinberg (Heidelberg), Matthias Naumann (Berlin), Sebastian 
Schirrmeister (Hamburg). Special Guest: Ilan Ronen. Moderator: Ofer Waldman

This season Habima is celebrating its 100th anniversary. 
Originally founded in Moscow, in 1926 the company left 
Russia to find a temporary home in Berlin, before making 
its final journey to Palestine in 1931. The symposium will 
explore the Theatre’s connection to Berlin and examine 
the historical cultural and social conditions that allowed a 
Hebrew-speaking theatre to flourish in Berlin at the time.
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6. “Science of Signs part II: Oráculo", a performance trilogy by The progressive 
wave - 26, 27, 28. JAN 18, 8 PM @ Ballhaus Ost

Working together with artists from different cultural backgrounds, The progressive wave 
and their collaborators form a mysterious performative hybrid of ancient teachings and 
traditions. 
»Oráculo« is the second chapter in the The progressive wave's performance trilogy 
»Science of Signs«. After presenting »Lights & Vessels« at the ID Festival 2016, Gal 
Naor and Matan Zamir continue with the development of their unique dramaturgical 
language and the translation of mythological scriptures into contemporary stage 
directions.

Concept, Direction, Choreography, Sound Score Design: Gal Naor, Matan Zamir 
Stage, Light, Video Design, Technical Direction: Marc Jungreithmeier 
Creating Performers: Jessica Comis, Iyar Elezra, Gal Naor 
Paper, Rope, Textile Design: Ori Efrat 
Costumes Design: Don Aretino 
Head & Body Object Design: House of Malakai 
Make Up, Props Assistant: Hermes Pittakos 
Sign-Language Consultation: Ace Mahbaz, Rita Mazza 
Production Management: M.i.C.A - Movement in Contemporary Art 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Venues
RADIALSYSTEM V

In September 2006, RADIALSYSTEM V was opened as a new creative space for the 
arts in Berlin. Formerly a turn of the century pumping station for the Berlin Wasserwerke 
(Berlin Water Services), RADIALSYSTEM V – situated in the urban centre of Berlin 
between Friedrichshain, Mitte and Kreuzberg – currently functions as a cultural centre 
where new ideas ‘radiate’ out in all directions, attracting artists and the public from 
within as well as beyond the city limits of Berlin.

www.radialsystem.de

MAXIM GORKI THEATER

Named after the Soviet writer, Maxim Gorky, the theater is the smallest of Berlin's 
municipal theatres, housed in the former Choral Academy on the central avenue Unter 
den Linden. The theatre was built in 1827 from Karl Friedrich Schinkel's designs as the 
first public concert hall in Berlin. After its total destruction in the Second World War, the 
reconstructed theatre reopened in 1952 as the Maxim Gorki Theatre and became the 
most important venue for contemporary theatre in the GDR. Shermin Langhoff and Jens 
Hillje have taken over the artistic directorship of the Maxim Gorki Theatre from the 
2013/14 season, and are committed to maintaining the house's history as site for 
political critique. The theater runs a number of projects that deal with the topics of 
cultural and political conflicts: the theater ensemble presents critical plays; the Studio Я 
serves as a space for the exchange of ideas that question the ways of the society; the 
Gorki X is an outreach program with educational purposes; and the Gorki Forum 
creates a platform for democratic discourse.  

http://gorki.de/en
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BALLHAUS OST

Established in 2006 by the directors Uwe Moritz Eichler, Philipp Reuter and the 
performer Anne Tismer, since 2011 the house has been managed by Daniel Schrader 
and Tina Pfurr. Located in the former assembly hall of the Freireligiöse Gemeinde zu 
Berlin, it holds up its original values by offering a cooperative venue for groups and 
artists from all sectors of the performing arts. It is known for providing a space where 
the most diverse forms of contemporary theater and radical new ways of artistic 
exploration can be found, from both well-known artists as well as those still without a 
name.

Partners and Supporters
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RADIALSYSTEM V
Holzmarktstraße 33, 10243 Berlin
www.radialsystem.de
Karten / Tickets
Öffnungszeiten Ticketoffice / Box Office Hours:  
Di/Tue – Fr/Fri, 10.00 – 19.00 Sa/Sat, 12.00 – 19.00
Tel. 030 - 288 788 588 – ticket@radialsystem.de

Maxim Gorki Theater
Am Festungsgraben 2, 10117 Berlin – www.gorki.de
Karten / Tickets
Öffnungszeiten Theaterkasse / Box Office Hours: 
Mo/Mon – Sa/Sat 12.00 – 18.30 Sonn-/Feier-
tage / Sundays and public holidays: 16.00 – 18.30
Tel. 030 - 20221 115 – ticket@gorki.de

Ballhaus Ost
Pappelallee 15, 10437 Berlin – www.ballhausost.de
Karten / Tickets
Tel. 030 - 440 391 68 – karten@ballhausost.de

Auftakt und Gespräch / 
Opening Concert and talk

ID Friends I, II & III

Jeder stirbt für sich allein / 
Alone in Berlin

Symposium
Habimah in Berlin

Science of Signs Part II: 
Oráculo

Orte
Venues

Karten
Tickets

Festivalteam  
und Kontakt 

Festival team  
and contact

14 € / 18 €

14 € / 18 €

8 – 34 €

Eintritt frei /
Free Entrance

10 € / 15 €

Da nicht alle Spielstätten vollständig barrierefrei zugäng-
lich sind, bitten wir gegebenenfalls um Voranmeldung 
bei den jeweiligen Häusern. Since not all venues are fully 
accessible, please inquire at the box office beforehand.
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